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straw." Going down a slippery hill, many tried
to push him over, but he knew that if he fell he
would never get up again, so he did not even
stumble. Angels, Charles recorded, held him up.
A lusty man behind him struck at him several
times with an oak cudgel, a knock from which
would have meant death, but every time the
blow was turned aside; how, Wesley did not know.
Another man came rushing at him through the
press, and raising his arm to strike, suddenly let
it drop gently, and stroked Wesley's head, saying:
" What soft hair he has ! " The scene is typical of
many which went on through years, down to the
final act of the magistrates who had refused to see
Wesley : they issued a warrant for his arrest on
the charge of raising routs and riots !

And why, we ask, all this violence ? This mob-
fury ? It seems inexplicable till we remember
that the eighteenth century populace dearly loved
a riot. Anything was an excuse for this diversion
- the Gin Act, an alteration at Drury Lane,
Wilkes's Westminster elections - the frenzy cul-
minating in the supreme orgy of the Gordon
Riots, which nearly burnt London for a second
time. But why the Methodist riots especially?
That is a question that needs several answers.
First, men are apt to resent being told they are
Sinful; they revolt against the idea of having to
make an effort to be saved ; and then, if one or
two of a family of sinners repent, life becomes
extremely uncomfortable for the rest. Why